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Combining the best features of traditional and modern methods, Athenaze: An Introduction to

Ancient Greek, 2/e, provides a unique course of instruction that allows students to read connected

Greek narrative right from the beginning and guides them to the point where they can begin reading

complete classical texts. Carefully designed to hold students' interest, the course begins in Book I

with a fictional narrative about an Attic farmer's family placed in a precise historical context (432-431

B.C.). This narrative, interwoven with tales from mythology and the Persian Wars, gradually gives

way in Book II to adapted passages from Thucydides, Plato, and Herodotus and ultimately to

excerpts of the original Greek of Bacchylides, Thucydides, and Aristophanes' Acharnians. Essays

on relevant aspects of ancient Greek culture and history are also provided. New to the Second

Edition: * Short passages from Classical and New Testament Greek in virtually every chapter * The

opening lines of the Iliad and the Odyssey toward the end of Book II * New vocabulary and more

complete explanations of grammar, including material on accents * Many new exercises and

additional opportunities for students to practice completing charts of verb forms and paradigms of

nouns and adjectives * Updated Teacher's Handbooks for Books I and II containing translations of

all stories, readings, and exercises; detailed suggestions for classroom presentation; abundant

English derivatives; and additional linguistic information * Offered for the first time, Student

Workbooks for Books I and II that include self-correcting exercises, cumulative vocabulary lists,

periodic grammatical reviews, and additional readings
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The "Teacher's Handbook" includes translations of readings and answers to the exercises in the

"Athenaze An Introduction To Ancient Greek" textbook. If you're planning on self-study the

Handbook is a critical book to have and use.But beware edition confusion. The current Athenaze

textbook is the SECOND edition, published in 2003.The Handbook listed at , published in 1989, is

for the FIRST edition. The exercises have changed. Be careful not buy the first edition Handbook to

use with the second edition text.-------------The Athenaze set is a bit easier than the Reading Greek

alternative. But the truth is, if you spend a half hour a day with either one, you'll have fun and make

real progress. The secret is not the book, it's putting in the time.Be sure to get:1. Athenaze, An

Introduction To Ancient Greek - the main text2. Teacher's Handbook - with translations of the

readings, and answers to exercises3. The Athenaze Workbook -- drill and practice

I found this book an excellent introduction to Attic Greek. People who want to become professors in

the Classics might prefer other texts, but Athenaze is an admirable book for those who simply want

to acquire some reading knowledge of ancient Greek. Athenaze succeeded well at that important

task of making language learning interesting. I found that the reading selection was substantially

more interesting than other introductory language books which I have used (albeit in other

languages). Since I used this book for self study and not as part of a professor taught course, I felt

that the engaging nature of the book was especially important. The grammatical explanations were

lucid and well designed to build upon each other as the lessons progress. While these explanations

might not give the full story, a beginner would get lost and discouraged if too much grammar is

thrown his way.

I learned Greek at university using the JACT "Reading Greek" text. When it came time to teach my

elementary school-age son, it was clear that the JACT text was inadequate--starting with its

forbidding small type and its unclear (or absent) explanations of many key concepts. Fortunately

Athenaze has come along since I went to college! It is superior in every way. The English text is

readable and clear (at least as clear as one can be explaining the arcana of Greek syntax). I can

even say that, thanks to Athenaze, I myself finally understand, more or less, the rules for accents

that somehow eluded me in four years of Greek at the university level. The Greek texts are well

written, not overly pedantic, and do a good job of introducing vocabulary and forms gradually and

thoroughly. The accompanying workbook is indispensable for giving beginners more chance to

practice, and (another improvement over JACT as I remember it) balance Greek-to-English and



English-to-Greek exercises.No language textbook is a substitute for a teacher, but Athenaze is an

outstanding resource.

I was a Greek tutor for a student using this book, although I learned myself 3 years ago from a

different textbook. I don't recommend this one because it has a very confusing format. The book

jumps around too much. It introduces difficult concepts (like middle voice) very quickly to beginners

while they are still struggling with the basic noun and verb endings. The Greek paragraphs don't

come with translations, and the trivia about culture and mythology buries the important information.

It's very easy to overlook important concepts hidden in the middle of a busy page. Also, the book

never presents helpful charts for quick-reference... instead students have to rift through the pages

every time they need an ending. I ended up copying tons of material from my old Greek textbook for

my tutoree because she couldn't find what she needed in the Athenaze book. My student isn't alone

in having trouble with the book; her professor has decided to switch texts for next semester because

Athenaze doesn't give students what they need to be proficient. This book appears to be a fun way

to learn ancient Greek, but it's too disorganized for a serious student who actually wants to learn the

language.I recommend L.A. Wilding's "Greek for Beginners" (edited by C.W. Shelmerdine) instead

because of its clear format that presents information up front, its Greek-to-English and

English-to-Greek sentences, the interesting end-of-chapter longer readings, and (especially) the

amazing charts at the end of the book that I am STILL using 3 years later because they are so quick

and easy to reference.
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